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Course in Greenwich off ers language and culture taster
The Tang Chao Mandarin Academy is hosting a summer course 
at Greenwich West Community and Arts Centre on Greenwich 
High Road, London, until Thursday. The course is aimed at 
complete beginners, with past students ranging in age from 3 to 
85. In addition to basic language tips, students will learn about 
Chinese food, calligraphy, history, and hear a wide range of facts 
and trivia. The academy is one of London’s leading Chinese 

language, business and cultural institutions.

Innovation hub visiting London to explain high-tech goals
The China-Britain Business Council hosts a delegation from Chengdu, the capital of 
Sichuan province, on Tuesday, at its offi  ce in Bressenden Place, London. The area includes 
Jingrong Town, a hub for innovation and entrepreneurship. Delegates will explain the 
area’s incubation and acceleration programs, as well as policies and incentives aimed at 
boosting collaboration with UK businesses.

Investors to share bilateral biotech investment tips
Members of the China Investors Club will learn about 
opportunities at Chinese Investment into Biotech on 
Thursday. The session at the i2 Offi  ce on Bishopsgate in 
London will explain China’s medical sector, and attendees 
will hear about a tour between Sept 14 and 17, during 
which British companies will visit Shanghai and the China 
Medical City in Taizhou, which is hosting the three-day 
International Medical Expo. All of the sessions are aimed 
at boosting China-UK investment ties.

Looking ahead

Events and stories coming up in the next few days

By LI WENSHA and 
WANG MINGJIE in London

China is building a defense 
force that matches its interna-
tional standing, but its military 
assets will never be used for 
anything other than ensuring 
national security, says the Bei-
jing’s top diplomat in the UK.

Speaking at a reception in 
London to mark the 90th anni-
versary of the founding of the 
People’s Liberation Amy, Liu 
Xiaoming, China’s ambassador 
to the UK, said Beijing wants 
its armed forces “to provide 
a strong safeguard as China 
strives to realize the Chinese 
dream of national renewal and 
its ‘two centenary goals’.”

The two centenaries are the 
100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Com-
munist Party of China 
in 2021 and the 100th 
anniversary of the 
establishment of the 
People’s Republic of 
China in 2049.

To mark the 

milestones, Beijing has set 
goals that call for the nation to 
be economically secure by 2021 
and for it to be a “strong, demo-
cratic, civilized, harmonious, 
and modern socialist country” 
by 2049.

The Nanchang Uprising in 
1927 marked the beginning of 
the armed struggle for inde-
pendence led by the Com-
munist Party of China, the 
founding of armed forces that 
became the PLA.

The PLA today consists of 
fi ve services — the Army, Navy, 

Air Force, Rocket 
Force, and Strate-
gic Support Force.

Liu quoted Pres-
ident Xi Jinping, 

who recently 
said “Chi-

na will do well only when the 
world does well, and vice ver-
sa”, adding that China remains 
committed to world peace and 
common development, and 
that China’s military is a stead-
fast force to ensure peace and 
stability.

In recent decades, China’s 
military expenditure account-
ed for 1.32 percent of GDP, 
which is far below the 2.4 per-
cent world average, and China’s 
per capita military spending is 
only an eighteenth of that of 
the United States and a ninth 
of the UK’s.

Liu said China’s military 
development is not targeted at 
any other country.

Noting that the PLA is more 
engaged in international mili-
tary and security dialogues 
than ever before, he said the 
military-to-military ties China 
seeks to strengthen are not 
based on alliances, not con-
frontational, and not targeting 
any third country.

Liu said China will try to 
advance international coopera-
tion on military and security 
issues, and play an active and 
leading role in international 
peacekeeping and humanitar-
ian missions.

In terms of peacekeeping, 
China is the largest contributor 
of peacekeepers among the fi ve 
permanent members of the UN 
Security Council. It is also the 
second-largest contributor to 
the UN peacekeeping budget.

Since 1990, it has dispatched 
33,000 peacekeepers, including 
the 13 Chinese soldiers who lost 
their lives during peacekeeping 
missions. Currently, 2,800 Chi-
nese soldiers are taking part in 
nine missions, including ones 
in Mali and South Sudan.

During the past decade, Chi-
na has participated in almost 
30 international rescue mis-
sions. Chinese soldiers went to 
Africa to battle the Ebola virus, 
to the Indian Ocean to search 
for a missing Malaysian air-
liner, to the Maldives to battle 
water shortages, and Nepal, 
where they assisted following 
a devastating earthquake.

Liu said the military relation-
ship between China and the UK 
has been on the fast track in 
recent years and noted that the 
nations work together on coun-
ter-terrorism, anti-piracy, and 
search and rescue missions.
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PLA strives to safeguard 
global peace and stability
China’s ambassador to the UK notes 
Beijing will only use force for security
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Seasoned English soccer 
coach Keith Mayer observed 
from the touchline as two 
dozen players engaged in a 
high-octane drill. The team in 
possession must move the ball 
quickly and catch their rivals 
off -guard with a counter attack.

An accurate pass from one 
player drew applause from 
the small number of specta-
tors, but left Mayer shaking 
his head; the player used the 
outside of his boot, a fl ashy yet 
low-percentage technique that 
shouldn’t be encouraged.  

Mayer, an English Football 
Association licensed coach 
educator, is part of a team in 
Manchester preparing 57 Chi-
nese soccer coaches for the FA 
Level-2 and Level-3 coaching 
qualifi cation.

The drill is part of a 12-week 
program led by the Manches-
ter Football Association and 
the University of Manchester 
with support from the Chinese 
Consulate.  

“The coaches are going 
through a big learning pro-
cess,” said Mayer, who played 
for Bolton Wanderers and 
Wigan Athletic. “We’re four 

weeks in and we are starting 
to see them integrate what 
they have learned into their 
own coaching.”

The course, one of three 
scheduled for this year, is a 
key part of China’s strategy to 
transform itself into a world 
soccer powerhouse.  

China has drawn up a 
50-point plan for the domes-
tic development of the sport, 
including a drive to increase 
the number of qualifi ed coach-
es. The aim is to host and one 
day win the FIFA World Cup. 

“It’s important for China 
to recognize the steps they’ve 
got to take to achieve what 
President Xi Jinping wants to 

achieve,’’ said Colin Bridgford, 
chief executive of the Man-
chester Football Association. 
“Clearly, having a World Cup 
in China is on the agenda. If 
they can’t fi nd what they need 
within their own country, they 
are more than happy to use 
everybody else’s experience.”  

The course delivers a quali-
fi cation to coach at semi-pro-
fessional and academy level 
in the UK. The FA will send 
a delegation to China next 
year to assess the coaches in 
live games.  

Deng Shijun, the group coor-
dinator, said: “We have had 
excellent lecturers for each 
class, and have benefi ted great-

ly from the general training.” 
Bridgford said Manchester, 

home of two Premier League 
clubs, is a perfect location for 
the coaching program. 

The trainees have already 
had private tours of Manches-
ter United and Manchester 
City’s training grounds and sta-
diums, and attended a match 
between Salford City and Man-
chester United. 

In August, they will travel to 
London’s Wembley Stadium to 
watch the Community Shield 
match between Chelsea and 
Arsenal. Later that month 
they’ll be in the home stands 
when Manchester City hosts 
Everton at the Etihad Stadium.   

Coaches tackle UK soccer training

Chinese ultra-marathon runner Chen Penbin warms up on Friday before the Kennet & Avon Canal 145 Mile Race 2017. He fi nished the 233 
km journey in 17th place when the race ended in London on Sunday. WEI ZHENG / XINHUA

Long road ahead

English soccer coach Keith Mayer passes on tips to Chinese coaches. CHINA DAILY

By CECILY LIU 
in London
cecily.liu@mail.chinadailyuk.com

China is studying Britain’s 
best agricultural practices as 
it strives to achieve its struc-
tural shift toward sustainable 
agricultural development and 
mitigate climate change.

A group of around 20 Chi-
nese scientists sponsored by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
begins a weeklong course in 
the UK on Monday that will 
include lectures and farm visits 
aimed at sharing knowledge 
on biodiversity protection, 
conservation agriculture, and 
agricultural waste recycling.

In May, Beijing announced 
new policies to increase 
agricultural waste recycling 
by 2020, through subsidies 
and the creation of recycling 
infrastructure.

Liu Jie, head of the Rural 
Energy Institute at the Hei-
longjiang Academy of Agricul-
tural Sciences, is a member of 
the Chinese delegation.

“The training comes at an 
opportune time,” Liu said. 
“China’s agricultural sector is 
now at a turning point because 
we have already overexploited 
our agricultural resources. We 
must seek change and develop 
this sector’s sustainably.”

According to Liu, China’s cur-
rent pace of agricultural devel-
opment is leading to problems 
with water and soil fertility.

“The UK’s technology and 
practices … can be directly 
applied to address China’s 
challenges,” said Liu.

The training was arranged 
by the China-UK Sustainable 
Agriculture Innovation Net-
work, an academic alliance 
established in 2008 to support 
bilateral agricultural collabo-
ration, with support from the 
Chinese Ministry of Agricul-
ture and the UK’s Department 
for Environment, Food and 
Rural Aff airs.

Several universities and pro-
fessional agricultural bodies 
are involved in providing the 
training.

Lu Yuelai, head of secretariat 
at the China-UK Sustainable 
Agriculture Innovation Net-
work, said the UK can offer 
China tips on developing sus-
tainable agriculture because it 
made the same journey in the 
1970s and 1980s.

For instance, the UK has 
managed to use 30 percent less 
nitrogen fertilizer on its crops 
and grasses during the past 30 
years. China unveiled a plan in 
2015 to realize zero growth in 
fertilizer use by 2020.

“We hope the training ses-
sion content will be translated 
into actual changes in China 
through more targeted policy 
changes, the use and develop-
ment of related technology in 
China, and the adoption of 
sustainable practices,” Lu said.

The closer collaboration 
comes at a time when the UK’s 
agricultural sector is looking 
for new partners following its 
decision to leave the European 
Union.

John McDonagh, head of 
the University of East Anglia’s 
School of International Devel-
opment, anticipates even clos-
er agricultural ties between 
the countries.

Experts reap farming know-how

Chinese agricultural experts visit a farm in Edinburgh during their 
UK study trip to learn about best practices. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Countries in the South Chi-
na Sea have every justifica-
tion to be on the alert against 
countries outside the region 
that intend to disrupt region-
al peace, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said on Friday.

“Individual countries out-
side the South China Sea insist 
on stirring up trouble in the 
region, where the situation is 
becoming calm,” Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Lu Kang said 
at a daily news conference in 
Beijing. Lu spoke after British 
offi  cials said the United King-
dom will dispatch military 
vessels to the region.

British Defence Secretary 
Michael Fallon said on Thurs-
day that the UK plans to send 
a warship to the region next 
year to conduct “freedom of 
navigation” exercises, Reuters 
reported. British Foreign Sec-
retary Boris Johnson also said 
in Sydney on Thursday that 
the country would deploy its 
two new aircraft carriers to 

the waters.
Commenting on those 

remarks, Lu said that none of 
the countries that have played 
up tensions in the South China 
Sea is within the region, add-
ing that regional countries are 
working together to promote 
peace, stability and prosperity.

Speaking of the “individual 
countries” that try to disrupt 
these efforts, Lu said: “No 
matter what their cover and 

excuses are, they have a record 
of interfering in other regions 
under a solemn excuse but 
leaving a mess and a human 
disaster. That is suffi  cient rea-
son for countries in this region 
and their people to be highly 
alarmed.”

The spokesman urged coun-
tries outside the South China 
Sea “not to make trouble out 
of nothing” at a time when 
China and other countries in 
the region are committed to 
consolidating regional peace.

When meeting diplomats 
from countries of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
on Wednesday, Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi said China and 
ASEAN should block interfer-
ence and continue the positive 
developments regarding the 
South China Sea issue. 

China and ASEAN members 
in May adopted the frame-
work of a Code of Conduct in 
the South China Sea in Gui-
yang, capital of Guizhou prov-
ince, saying they would stick 
to peacefully resolving region-
al disputes through negotia-
tions and consultations.

FM says troublemakers 
destabilizing S. China Sea

No 
matter 
what their cover 
and excuses are, 
they have a record 
of interfering in 
other regions.”
Lu Kang, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman

Liu 
Xiaoming


